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By Sean McDonald

he mobile society stops
moving at El Rlo Mobile

Home Park
Founded in the 1920s
as a car campground, El
Rio snoozed undisturbed while build-
Ings wenl up, roads were widened,
population doubled and the decades

passed.

Some people at El Rio have lived
here for 30 years, or 40 years or 50
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names bave faded into history.

By the office a bulletin board an-
nounces commanity events and the
minutes from the latest residents as-
sociation meeting, Someone has post-
ed 2 handwritten warning entitled,
"My Bad Experience” with a certain
mobile home dealer.

The coaches themselves are mo.
bile-home history. There is a tan-and-
white Paramount, vintage 1956; z

a5t summer residents heard
rumblings from the River Task
Force, the advisory committee
responsible for San Lorenzo River
development plans, sbout widening
the river near El Rio and establishing
benchlands to bring back natural veg-
etation and wildlife. Resldents would
have to be relocated.
The plan, which has since been
modified to leave El Rio intact, was

“From the town clock to the free-
way will be an area of major change
in the next decade because it's a
major entry to the city and it's not up
10 its potential economically,” Says
Bruce Van Allen of the River Task
Force

The latest plan for the river leaves
El Rio land basically untouched, bt
El Rio residents are not calmed. In
fact, thev're more vigilant than ever
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“We dida’t know anvthing about
River Street West [condominiums,
which overshadow the park and canse
noise, according to some restdents]
until after the building started. Now
the planning department informs
tenants, not just owners, about bulld-
ing plans in the area,” says Marcus.

Currently, cesidents own thelr

homec it anbe cone tha land vades



